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the ARTICLE (for instructors)            

 

Oil, Water, and the Future 

Oil plays an important role in the world.  It powers every aspect of everyday life, from trains, planes, and cars; to industry; 

to the farms which supply our food at the supermarket.  It fuels war, too.  Only a few people believe that the war in Iraq is 

primarily about terrorism.  In reality, the main priority focuses on the control of oil.  And it's going to get worse. 

 

Nations have already begun to ensure a steady supply of oil in the future.  Canada has built bases in the Arctic, because 

global warming will open up drilling opportunities in the polar regions.  China has invested a lot of money in African 

countries such as Angola, because they want to obtain rights to drill there.  They've also increased the development of 

their navy to protect oil interests in the South China Sea and elsewhere.  Europe heavily depends on an increasingly 

strong and vocal Russia.  America tolerates leaders, countries, and policies with which it disagrees. 

 

Global warming has worsened the situation.  As climate change becomes increasingly severe, it will affect food and 

water supplies.  At present, many of China's cities face water shortages, for example.  In addition, deserts in the west of 

China are rapidly growing, and farmland is shrinking.  The same has begun to happen in other places around the globe, 

and scientists grow more and more worried.  Water could become a non-renewable resource like oil.  If so, then countries 

will need even more oil to guarantee food and water for their citizens. 

 

It's important to note that many countries chased oil in the years before World War I.  Alliances were formed to protect 

interests around the world, and this led to the start of the Great War.  As vital oil and water become scarcer in the 21st 

century, there can be only one result: conflict. 

 

 

 

Teacher's Notes: 

 

* Underlined words in red typeface are the recommended vocabulary for this lesson.
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WARM-UPS                

Select one or all of the following warm-up activities. 

 

1.  Define:  What does "shortage" mean?  Can you use it in a sentence?  Can you give examples? 

 

2.  Brainstorm:  Brainstorm with a partner(s) words and ideas associated with "oil" for 2 minutes.  Spend another 5 

minutes or less discussing the words and ideas together. 

 

3.  Title: Speculate and/or discuss the contents of today's article from its title: "Oil, Water, and the Future." 

 

4.  Speculate:  Write in the missing word for today's article title: "Oil, (                         ), and the Future."  Why did you 

choose this word for the blank? 

 

5.  Do you agree or disagree?  Why? 

a. The lack of oil is the biggest problem of today's world. 

b. The lack of oil will be the biggest problem of the future. 

c. The lack of fresh water will cause many wars in the future. 

d. I worry a lot about the future. 

e. Global warming is going to make the future a very difficult place to live. 
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VOCABULARY               

Select one of the following vocabulary acquisition activities. 

 

1.  Vocabulary match:  Individually or in pairs/groups, match the words in column A (from the article) with the best 

choice in column B. 

a. aspect q. put up with 

b. priority r. association 

c. ensure s. feature 

d. obtain t. get 

e. tolerate u. replace 

f. severe v. essential 

g. renew w. serious 

h. alliance x. most important concern 

i. vital y. in short supply 

j. scarce z. guarantee 

 

2.   Fill in the Blanks:  Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

scarcer severe priority renewable vital 

obtain aspect alliances tolerates ensure 

a. Oil powers every (                         ) of everyday life, from trains, planes, and cars, to industry. 

b. The main (                         ) focuses on the control of oil. 

c. Nations have already begun to (                         ) a steady supply of oil in the future. 

d. China has invested a lot of money in African countries, because they want to (                         ) rights to drill there. 

e. America (                         ) leaders, countries, and policies with which it disagrees. 

f. As climate change becomes increasingly (                         ), it will affect food and water supplies. 

g. Water could become a non-(                         ) resource like oil. 

h. (                         ) were formed to protect interests around the world, and this led to the start of the Great War. 

i. Oil and water are (                         ). 

j. As oil and water become (                         ) in the 21st century, there can be only one result: conflict. 

 

3.  Define:  Define each word, correctly pronounce it, explain the meaning and/or usage, and offer an example sentence 

to the class. 

a. aspect c. ensure e. tolerate g. renew i. vital 

b. priority d. obtain f. severe h. alliance j. scarce 
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WORD RECOGNITION             

1.  Word Search:  Find the target words (in bold).  Time yourself, and see how many words you can find in three 

minutes.  In five minutes.  In ten minutes. 

scarcer severe priority renewable vital 

obtain aspect alliances tolerates ensure 

 

I S O N W I S O A P D R F E O 

S B E H I C K Z U R S P I Q T 

V C N T A A K F S I E A K U C 

F R A R A Q T E P O T M D X E 

E Z C R D R C B R R A N T B P 

P E H K C N E E O E R E V E S 

R P R G I I N L D T A R Z D A 

H H F A N E E E O Y L P S W X 

F Q L T W R O R G T O L F C H 

U L X A U V I T A L T Z X N K 

A R B S M W G M C G P F X T N 

N L N Z S E S E C N A I L L A 

E E A H V X W Z H L U U F T Z 

B I X K N A P R I O R I T Y B 

O P M Z D Z C S E L I J I S M 

 

 

 

2.  Target Word Pool: Find the target words (in bold) with their exact match.  Time yourself, and see how many words 

you can find in three minutes.  In five minutes.  In ten minutes. 

scarcer severe priority renewable vital 

obtain aspect alliances tolerates ensure 

 

 

 

 

 

scarcer 

scarce 

scarcest 

scarier 

scorer 

obtain 

obtained 

obtaining 

retain 

unobtainable 

severe 

sever 

severely 

seven 

sewer 

aspect 

asbestos aspects 

perspective 

inspect priority 

priorities 

prioritize 

prior 

primarily 

alliances 

alliance 

ally 

allay alive 

renewable 

renewing 

renewed 

knowable 

renew 

tolerates 

tolerated 

toleration 

intolerable 

tolerable 

vital 

vitality 

vitally 

viral 

vitriol 
ensure 

ensures 
ensured 

ensuring 

assured 
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pre- or post-COMPREHENSION            

1.  Word Association: Brainstorm words associated with today's topic for two minutes.  Present to the class. 

 

2.  Brainstorm Questions: Brainstorm questions that you would like to ask about today's topic. Answer the questions 

without looking at the article. 

 

3.  True or False?:  Guess (before the article) or answer (after the article) whether the sentence is true or false.  If false, 

correct the sentence. 

a. According to the article, the war in Iraq is primarily about terrorism. T / F 

b. China will drill for oil in the Artic. T / F 

c. America endures its leaders and policies because of oil. T / F 

d. Deserts are growing all over the world. T / F 

e. According to the article, nations will fight over water and oil in the future. T / F 

 

4.  Questions:  Answer the questions to check comprehension. 

a. According tot the article, what is the top priority of many countries? 

b. What has Canada done to guarantee its oil supply? 

c. What has China done to guarantee its oil supply? 

d. How will global warming make the situation worse? 

e. Why does the article compare today's problems with the years before World War I? 

 

5.  Vocabulary:  In pairs/groups, remember how the words were used in today's article. 

a. aspect c. ensure e. tolerates g. renewable i. vital 

b. priority d. obtain f. severe h. alliances j. scarcer 

 

6.  Fragments:  Remember how the fragments were used, and complete the sentence from today's article. 

a. Only a few people believe that the war... 

b. Canada has built bases in the Arctic... 

c. China has invested a lot of money in African countries such as Angola... 

d. As climate change becomes increasingly severe... 

e. If so, then countries will need even... 
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post-COMPREHENSION             

1.  Vocabulary:  Circle any additional unknown words/phrases in the article.  In pairs/groups, use your dictionaries to 

understand the meanings. Present to the class. 

 

2.  Class Questions:  Read through the article once more, and write down any questions that you would like to discuss in 

pairs/groups or as a class.  Discuss. 

 

3.  Summarize:  Work with a partner to summarize the article in your own words. 

 

4.  Discuss: Talk about the following questions in pairs/groups.  Remember to support your answers! 

a. Did you like this article? 

b. What was your general impression after reading this article? 

c. What do you think about our need for oil? Is it good or bad? Why do you think so? 

d. The article suggests that the war in Iraq is really about oil. Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

e. Will food and water shortages really be a problem in the future? Why/not? 

f. What can people do to prevent the grim future predicted in the article? Can you personally do anything? 

g. What do you do to help the environment? 

h. What does your town, city, state, or country do to help the environment? 

i. Will there be more wars in the future over oil, water, and other resources? If yes, how serious will the wars be? 

j. What do you think about the future? Will life be better or worse in 100 years? Why do you think so? 

 

5.  Discuss: It's the future, and oil and water have become scarcer. Imagine three scenarios for the future between Europe, 

Asia, and the Americas. Will there be war? Will there be peace and cooperation? Who will control the world's oil and 

water supplies? Remember to provide reasons, too. Next discuss your answers with other students, and decide on the 

most likely country to take America's place as economic leader. 

Scenarios: 

 

 

 

 

6.  Google Search: Type "oil crisis" into Google news and read additional articles on this topic.  Discuss or write an essay 

about your findings.
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STUDENT HANDOUT (the article)       

 

Oil, Water, and the Future 

Oil plays an important role in the world.  It powers every aspect of everyday life, from trains, planes, and cars; to industry; 

to the farms which supply our food at the supermarket.  It fuels war, too.  Only a few people believe that the war in Iraq is 

primarily about terrorism.  In reality, the main priority focuses on the control of oil.  And it's going to get worse. 

 

Nations have already begun to ensure a steady supply of oil in the future.  Canada has built bases in the Arctic, because 

global warming will open up drilling opportunities in the polar regions.  China has invested a lot of money in African 

countries such as Angola, because they want to obtain rights to drill there.  They've also increased the development of 

their navy to protect oil interests in the South China Sea and elsewhere.  Europe heavily depends on an increasingly 

strong and vocal Russia.  America tolerates leaders, countries, and policies with which it disagrees. 

 

Global warming has worsened the situation.  As climate change becomes increasingly severe, it will affect food and 

water supplies.  At present, many of China's cities face water shortages, for example.  In addition, deserts in the west of 

China are rapidly growing, and farmland is shrinking.  The same has begun to happen in other places around the globe, 

and scientists grow more and more worried.  Water could become a non-renewable resource like oil.  If so, then countries 

will need even more oil to guarantee food and water for their citizens. 

 

It's important to note that many countries chased oil in the years before World War I.  Alliances were formed to protect 

interests around the world, and this led to the start of the Great War.  As vital oil and water become scarcer in the 21st 

century, there can be only one result: conflict. 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (fill in the blank)          

Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

shrinking obtain regions renewable interests 

severe alliances scarcer priority terrorism 

aspect worsened tolerates vital ensure 

Oil, Water, and the Future 

Oil plays an important role in the world.  It powers every (a. _______________) of everyday life, from trains, 

planes, and cars; to industry; to the farms which supply our food at the supermarket.  It fuels war, too.  Only a few 

people believe that the war in Iraq is primarily about (b. _______________).  In reality, the main 

(c. _______________) focuses on the control of oil.  And it's going to get worse. 

 

Nations have already begun to (d. _______________) a steady supply of oil in the future.  Canada has built bases in 

the Arctic, because global warming will open up drilling opportunities in the polar (e. _______________).  China 

has invested a lot of money in African countries such as Angola, because they want to (f. _______________) rights 

to drill there.  They've also increased the development of their navy to protect oil (g. _______________) in the 

South China Sea and elsewhere.  Europe heavily depends on an increasingly strong and vocal Russia.  America 

(h. _______________) leaders, countries, and policies with which it disagrees. 

 

Global warming has (i. _______________) the situation.  As climate change becomes increasingly 

(j. _______________), it will affect food and water supplies.  At present, many of China's cities face water 

shortages, for example.  In addition, deserts in the west of China are rapidly growing, and farmland is 

(k. _______________).  The same has begun to happen in other places around the globe, and scientists grow more 

and more worried.  Water could become a non-(l. _______________) resource like oil.  If so, then countries will 

need even more oil to guarantee food and water for their citizens. 

 

It's important to note that many countries chased oil in the years before World War I.  (m. _______________) were 

formed to protect interests around the world, and this led to the start of the Great War.  As (o. _______________) oil 

and water become (n. _______________) in the 21st century, there can be only one result: conflict. 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (extended listening)         

 

Listen and fill in the missing sentences.  Compare answers with a partner, and then listen once more. 

 

Oil, Water, and the Future 

a) __________________________________________________________, from trains, planes, and cars; to industry; 

to the farms which supply our food at the supermarket.  It fuels war, too.  Only a few people believe that the war in Iraq is 

primarily about terrorism.  In reality, the main priority focuses on the control of oil.  And it's going to get worse. 

 

Nations have already begun to ensure a steady supply of oil in the future.  Canada has built bases in the Arctic, because 

global warming will open up drilling opportunities in the polar regions.  China has invested a lot of money in African 

countries such as Angola, because they want to obtain rights to drill there.  b) __________________________________ 

________________________.  Europe heavily depends on an increasingly strong and vocal Russia.  America tolerates 

leaders, countries, and policies with which it disagrees. 

 

Global warming has worsened the situation.  As climate change becomes increasingly severe, it will affect food and 

water supplies.  At present, many of China's cities face water shortages, for example.  In addition, deserts in the west of 

China are rapidly growing, and farmland is shrinking.  c) _________________________________________________ 

___________, and scientists grow more and more worried.  Water could become a non-renewable resource like oil.  If so, 

then countries will need even more oil to guarantee food and water for their citizens. 

 

d) __________________________________________________________.  Alliances were formed to protect interests 

around the world, and this led to the start of the Great War.  e) ______________________________________________ 

______________, there can be only one result: conflict. 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (activities)           
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ANSWER KEY               

 

Vocabulary 

1.  Vocabulary Match: 2.  Fill in the Blanks: 

a. aspect f. severe 

b. priority g. renewable 

c. ensure h. alliances 

d. obtain i. vital 

e. tolerates j. scarcer 

 

pre- or post-Comprehension 

1.  True or False: 2.  Fragments: 

 

 

Student Handout  

1.  Fill in the Blanks 

a. aspect i. worsened 

b. terrorism j. severe 

c. priority k. shrinking 

d. ensure l. renewable 

e. regions m. Alliances 

f. obtain n. vital 

g. interests o. scarcer 

h. tolerates   

 

2.  Extended Listening 

a. Oil plays an important role in the world.  It powers every aspect of everyday life 

b. They've also increased the development of their navy to protect oil interests in the South China Sea and elsewhere 

c. The same has begun to happen in other places around the globe 

d. It's important to note that many countries chased oil in the years before World War I 

e. As vital oil and water become scarcer in the 21st century 

 

a. s f. w 

b. x g. u 

c. z h. r 

d. t i. v 

e. q j. y 

a. F 

b. F 

c. F 

d. T 

e. T 

a. in Iraq is primarily about terrorism. 

b. because global warming will open up drilling opportunities in the polar regions. 

c. because they want to obtain rights to drill there. 

d. it will affect food and water supplies. 

e. more oil to guarantee food and water for their citizens. 


