
Most people have household chemicals that
are hazardous in their home.

These products are dangerous to you and
your children. You might have them in the
kitchen, bathroom, laundry or garage.

When you buy a household chemical product
in the US it has a label which explains how
hazardous that product is.  If the label says
“CAUTION” it's a little hazardous.

If the label says “WARNING” it is more 
hazardous.

If the label says “DANGER” or “POISON” it
is very hazardous.
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It's better for you and for the environment if
you don't use hazardous products.  If you
must use a hazardous product, choose the
least hazardous product for the job.

The label also explains how the product can
make you sick or kill you. If the label has the
words “vapor harmful” or “harmful if
inhaled”, it can harm you if you breathe it in.

If the label has the words “poison” or “harmful
or fatal if swallowed”, it can harm you if you
eat or drink it by accident. Wash your hands
after you use these products.

If the label has the words “harmful if
absorbed through the skin” it can harm you
through your skin.

You don't have to understand every word on
the label to know why a product is hazardous.
If a product is toxic it can make you sick or
even kill you.  If the label has the words
“poison”, “harmful or fatal if swallowed”,
“harmful if inhaled” or “harmful if absorbed
through the skin” it's toxic.
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If a product is flammable it can easily start to
burn. If the label has the words “combustible”,
“inflammable”, “contains petroleum distillate”
or  “keep away from fire, heat or flame” it's
flammable.

If a product is corrosive it can burn your skin
or eyes. If the label has the words “acid”,
“lye”, “alkaline”, “burns skin”, or “burns
eyes” it's corrosive.

If you must buy a hazardous product don't
buy more than you need.  It's better to use all
of it for its intended purpose, than to have
extra that you need to store or take to a special
site for disposal.

If you need to dispose of a hazardous product
from your home, do not put it in your garbage
or pour it down the drain. To understand how
to dispose of hazardous products in your home,
look for information about your county on
www.ReThinkRecycling.com.
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