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Calling all writers!  

The last issue of the Chronicles of Weibel feature stories 

written by YOU! Our school is lucky to have so many talented 

writers and artists. Enjoy! 

 

If I could breathe in water what would I do? 

 

               If I could breathe in water I would see a school of fish and I would ride on a 

dolphin or I would play with a whale. I would play hide and seek with a shark.  I will 

hide behind a rock when I see a stinky stingray.   

 

              It’s like I’m a mermaid.  I will discover lost ships in the sea.  I will collect all 

the garbage that people throw in the sea. I will put it in a garbage bin at my home.  It 

would be my best adventure I ever went to. 

 

Kavya  

2
nd

 grade 

Room 18 

Ms.Bobka. 

  

Fred E. Weibel Elementary School 

May 2014 

Editor: Tasneem  Parent Advisor: Fahria Khan   Teacher Advisor: Chuck Ontiveros 
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Amirah  

Grade: 5, Mrs. Qualls 

 

The History of Mother's Day!!! 

 Mother's Day has just passed by, on May 11 this year, 2014. But 

do you know how it started?  

 Mother's day began in the United States near the early 1900s. 

When Anna Jarvis was young, she heard her mother praying about how 

there should be a Memorial Day for mothers. When Ann Jarvis reached 

adulthood, her mother passed away in May of 1905 and she remem-

bered her passing every year thereafter. West Virginia was the first 

state to recognize second Sunday of May as Mothers day in 1908 and 

was nationally recognized by 1914. 

 Anna wished everyone would celebrate Mothers Day with a visit to 

the church and writing letters to their mothers. To honor her deceased 

mother, Anna handed out white carnations to people in her church. Un-

fortunately, over the years, businesses started to take advantage of the 

holiday and started selling pre-made holiday card by 1920. Anna was 

against these impersonal greeting cards and she petitioned to abolish 

Mother's Day in 1924 but failed. 

 The tradition of Mothers Day continues as this year is its 100th 

anniversary! 
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 -Sasha, 3rd Grade (Room 10, Mrs.Rhonda Randall) 

Clang ! Boom! 

Both of these are sounds of battle in the medieval ages.  

The usual goal of  battles was to capture or protect a castle, depending if you were on the of-

fense or defense. Have you ever wondered how castles work, or, how they are built?  

Let's see ! The castles came about to protect kingdoms.  The word "castle" comes from the Latin 

word "castellum," which means "fortified place." The French made the term "castle" popular in 

the Middle Ages.  Castles served as an army house and sheltered the kingdom's territory in 

times of war and siege.  

 Castles were originally wooden houses built in holes filled with water.  The hole filled with 

water is called Moat and is  the first outer defense for the castle.  As mortar and stone became 

the best building materials as they were stronger, the wood was replaced with stone. Stone 

walls were sturdier and could be built much higher.   Then other defenses for the the castle 

were required and these were added, such as the Big Iron Gate and the Draw Bridge ! Outer 

Walls were sometimes 6 feet thick  !!!!! The castle had a giant tower which is called Keep that is  

very close to the gates. The Keep had slits in its walls so Cannons or Cross Bows could be fired 

through  them. The Keep was the last resort of defense for the castle.  

Castles became less common as cannons and siege towers were made. Also, it  took  a lot of 

money to build. After the medieval ages, castles were not used as much as they were very cost-

ly. Now these fantastic castles have become tourist places or just ordinary  homes that people 

like you and me can live in.  I hope the facts  I gave you expanded your knowledge of castles! 

References : 

1. Middle Ages Castles from http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_castles.php 

2. Castles in the middle ages from http://csis.pace.edu/grendel/projs3h/castles.htm 

3. How Castles work from  http://www.howstuffworks.com 
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How Spring Came to Be 

By Sashrika 

There was once a snake that had been sleeping for centuries. When it awoke, the creatures it 
had once played with were gone. They had died, died of starvation and the cold temperature. It was 
horrible. The snake decided their descendants would prosper, so he got the idea to make a new sea-
son: spring. 

 First he paved paths to make way for seeds to sprout. Then he created a bunch of flowers to 
bloom. After that the snake cried to the heavens and hurried to the top of the nearest mountain. He 
slithered across the clouds and made water fall. When he fell, a pool of water caught him.  

 Lastly, he called for all of the animals to come and prosper. So everyone took a job to make 
sure that the same course of happiness was maintained. When the humans came, they helped them 
out. The only thing that was hard to maintain was the quantity of animals. This lead to animals being 
given birth to every spring, and everyone thrived. 

 So when the snake had children of his own, he whispered his last words. “It is always a snake’s 
job to take care of the earth, because it is the one thing that shelters us.” 

Cinco De Mayo 

By Icewarya 

  

Cinco de Mayo is a holiday celebrated on May 5
th
. It is Spanish for the fifth of May. 

Wow, the people who made up this name were very creative! Why is there a holiday 
like this? Well, Cinco de Mayo originated in Mexican-American communities. It was 
created as a way to celebrate their freedom while the Civil War was happening. To-
day it represents a celebration of Mexican heritage. During Cinco de Mayo you eat 
Mexican food such as chiles rellenos, a stuffed pepper dish,  and mole sauce. You 
also put up Mexican style decorations, such as a piñata, the Mexican flag, a sombre-
ro, and maracas. And don't forget to put on some Mexican music and dance!   
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Disneyland by Joleen  

Room 16 

Mrs. Dennison 

 

  Disneyland 

Disneyland was a fun park for everybody. I went there last summer.  There were lots of rides, foods 

and shows there. 

My favorite ride was the “ Plane “ because I could see lots of beautiful things. My favorite food was 

the Disney ice cream because the summer was hot so it was good time to have it while waiting in the line. 

My favorite show was the spraying water show. There was also a little water park inside the park.  The pa-

rade was amazing.   

At night, I stayed in my friend’s place. I wish I could go to Disneyland for vacation every summer.  

 

     Rio 2 by Kripa 
 For those of you who have watched Rio 2, let me recap: It was AWESOME!!! 

 For those of you who haven’t, let me sum it up for you. Blu is now living in the rainforest with Jewel 

and their kids. Meanwhile, Linda and Tulio are on an expedition in the Amazon and they suspect they have 

found more blue Spix’s macaws. However, they don’t know that a team of illegal loggers has been oper-

ating in the area and are out to stop them, because if the area is protected, they will be jailed for illegal 

logging. Meanwhile, Blu, Jewel, and the kids are floating down the Amazon on a boat. Elsewhere, in a 

street market, Nigel is a rip-off fortuneteller working for a fruit seller with Gabi, a frog who is in love with 

him, and Charlie the silent tamandua. He glimpses Blu and thirsts for revenge. The birds reach the secret 

blue macaw civilization, and meet Eduardo, Jewel’s father, and Roberto, her childhood friend. The next 

day, Nico, Pedro, and Carla host auditions for a performance. Nigel gets in by masquerading as a bird 

named Bob. Eduardo takes Blu out for training, but he hopelessly fails. Meanwhile, the Big Boss and his 

loggers capture Tulio and Linda. Later, when he tries to get a Brazil nut for Jewel, he accidentally hits a 

Scarlet macaw with a stick causing a “war” between the birds. For them, war is a soccer match played with 

a fruit ball. However Blu scores a self-goal and the Blue macaws lose. Blu later goes to Linda and Tulio’s 

campsite and is confronted by Roberto, who goes a little bit crazy. Blu saves Linda and Tulio in time and 

they take on the loggers with all the other birds at their side. Later, Gabi throws a poison coated porcupine 

quill at Blu but hits Nigel. Bia points out that Gabi isn’t poisonous after Nigel recites a Shakespearean 

quote and and Gabi tries to eat her own poison. The birds view it as a spectacular beginning to the festival. 

Blu and his family decide to live in the Amazon and visit Rio in the summer. This was a hilarious movie and 

I enjoyed watching it. 
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Funky Purple Foods  

by Enya 

Purple cauliflower 

Funky Monkey banana with acai freeze dried fruit chips 

Heinz Ketchup Funky Purple Ez Squirt 

          Purple Asparagus 

     Purple Carrots 
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Teacher Appreciation Week 
By Raisah 

 From May 5th- May 9th, it was teacher’s appreciation week in honor of our wonderful teachers at this school. The school 

was filled with an air of thanks and happiness. On the first day, students who remembered brought gifts for their teachers out of 

the kindness in their hearts. The rest of the week started with kids bringing flowers either bought from the store or picked from 

their garden. Beautiful posters representing the classrooms adorned the doors of all the classrooms. They depicted scenes 

about their teachers and how the school appreciates them so much. Everyday, each teacher was supposed to get a lunch from a 

parent at the school. One day, there was a lunch for all the teachers that was fiesta-themed. If you’re part of the staff and 

you’re reading this, we love you! If you’re a student and you’re reading this, keep appreciating your teachers! Weibel is definite-

ly one of the best schools ever, and we owe it all to our teachers! 

We’re Going on a Road Trip… 

By Anthony, Grade 5, Ms. Guinan 

 Staring out the window, I gasp as the scenery flashes by like the scenes in a movie. The lightly colored green pine 

trees shoot by the window. Obviously, I will always remember the time I went to Washington D.C.  

 First, my sister and I staged a snack raid on the cooler. After the first 5 hours in the car glancing out the window, I was 

bored out of my mind. Just as I got an idea of what I should do, my stomachs growled and seemed to say don’t think about 

how bored you are. I’m exceeding my limit and will eat you if I have too. My sister seemed to hear my stomach’s thoughts (or 

its growl) and glanced at the food cooler, which our mother forbade us from touching. I grabbed my note pad and scribbled, 

“Some rules have to be amended, just like in the U.S. Constitution,” and passed it to my sister. She started counting down from 

10 using her fingers and when she reached zero, we both jumped at the cooler and tried to get as many snacks as possible be-

fore the “enemy” realized they had just been “attacked”. The “enemy” tried to get the chips back, but we managed to evade 

their huge, terrifying, hairy arms and get back to our seats with a respectable amount of chips. “Looks like we are victorious,” 

my sister said to me, “for now, at least.” 

 Secondly, we then had a restroom break/gas and snack refill. After finishing our snacks both my sister and I (and my 

stomach) were smiling contentedly. We then realized that there were no more snacks to steal from the cooler. We got our 

parents to stop for gas and hurried towards the shop for numerous reasons. We first stopped by one of the scariest, grossest, 

and most remote places in the world… a gas station bathroom. However, my sister and I were desperate and went anyways. 

We then bought as many snacks as we could with 5 bucks and piled them into the car. We then helped our dad refill the gas 

tank and then left. 

 Finally, we played games with my sister. After a while, I challenged my sister to a game we made up called “The Ulti-

mate Game.” In the game, you tried to eat as many hot Cheetos as possible before drinking water. Later, my sister and I were 

gulping water down like a thirsty camel in the Sahara Desert. Our parents got upset with us eating all the junk foods and finally 

gave us their IPAD to stop us from eating more “healthy and nutritious food.” My sister and I then decided to play chess. I won 

3 times! Sadly, my sister won 7 times. I tried making an excuse like “I ate to many hot Cheetos; my brain was fried, and I can’t 

think straight.” She didn’t want to listen, and just as we started arguing, our parents called out, “We’re here.” I was having 

such a blast that I didn’t notice we had arrived at our destination, Washington D.C. 

 Clearly, this road trip was truly memorable.   
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Wacky June Holidays 

By Nicole 

June 4, Wednesday (Hug Your Cat Day) 

On Hug Your Cat Day, simply give your cat a big, furry hug. Cat lovers really love this day. The only problem 

is, your cat will most likely only allow a brief hug before sauntering away. If your cat is a true hugger, count 

your blessings. Dog lovers…..so sorry, but hugging your dog will not suffice. If you want to be “into” this day 

you MUST hug your CAT. 

Don’t have a cat? You can easily fix that. June is “Adopt a Cat Month”. 

June 6, Friday (National Doughnut Day) 

Yay! Doughnuts! National Doughnut Day honors the Salvation Army "Lassies" of WWI. It is also used as a fund 

raiser for needy causes of the Salvation Army. The original Salvation Army Doughnut was first served by Sal-

vation Army in 1917. During WWI, Salvation Army "lassies" were sent to the front lines of Europe. These brave 

volunteers made home cooked foods, and provided a morale boost to the troops. Often, the doughnuts 

were cooked in oil inside the of the metal helmet of an American soldier. Remember, go to a doughnut 

shop and you might get a free doughnut! 

June 13, Friday (Blame Someone Else Day) 

What a great time you’ll have today. Spill some milk? Blame your sister. Ate all the cookies? That’s so not 

your fault. But watch out, someone might put the blame on you! 

June 22, Sunday (National Chocolate Éclair Day) 

National Chocolate Eclair Day is a sugary, sweet way to start your day. It's a sweet, tasty way to end your 

day, too. Eclairs are a light, crisp pastry filled with a pastry cream. They are most often eaten as a dessert. 

They can be eaten at every meal, or as a snack. I hope that you are not on a diet, or watching calories, 

carb or sugar. Because participating in this day, means consumption of high calorie, high carb, high sugar 

eclairs. 

Open House 

By Anita 

 Laughter and gasps of amazement bounce off the walls as parents “ooh” and “aah” over their child’s out-

standing work. Weibel’s open house is here! On May 20 from 5:30 to 6:30, parents were invited to visit and view the 

extraordinary work of our diligent school. Children practically bounced up and down with pride while pointing out 

their creations to their equally proud parents. Being from room 28, I enjoyed open house just like everyone else, 

showing off my own artwork. It’s obvious how truly spectacular this experience is when simply tuning in to the reac-

tions. One visitor to my own classroom said, “Wow! I’m surrounded by art! I want to be in this class next year!” Of 

course, my own classroom wasn’t the only one worth visiting. Besides the highlight of the evening, the class-

rooms, an ice cream social brought extra sweet, messy fun. At $3 each, the vanilla ice cream cups were 

topped with the options of chocolate sauce, strawberries, whipped cream, nuts, and cherries. Children ran 

around screaming happily, many of them on sugar rushes. The fun didn’t stop after open house night 
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though! The following morning, Weibel continued its tradition of an “open house parade.” Teachers 

invited other classes to view their room by leaving their door open. Meanwhile, their own class could 

walk around the school, visiting the other classrooms participating in the parade. For me, as a 6th grad-

er, it was a trip down memory lane, seeing all the projects I remembered doing. For others in lower 

grades, it was interesting to see what would be in the years to come. Overall, for young or older stu-

dents (plus of course the parents), open house was a night to remember. 

How the Flowers Blossomed 

by Madeline 

  May was in the woods picking berries from the Month tree. The Month tree was a 

tree which grew not only berries, but it would keep people who have been lying or napping on it, 

forever. This tree, with the berries and leaves, you’d probably think it would be a ‘vegetarian’. But, 

on the contrary, this carnivorous plant had blessed many souls before. It started in the year of--

well, it hasn’t been documented, but let’s just say a long time ago. January Worthington, a 55-

year old man was walking through the same woods as May. He always came to feed the squirrels, 

birds, ferrets, you name it. One morning, April 23rd to be exact, January saw a peculiar tree. He 

never saw it before. He circled the tree in puzzlement, and just lied on it. His shady, brown hat 

covered two-thirds of his face as the spring leaves began to blossom. The man was never to be 

seen again, but with a new tree growing next to the Month tree he had saw, they had named it af-

ter him. Along with February Nezzie, March Haggles, and April Elizabeth. May knew herself there 

were trees named after real-life people. She already knows what had happened to the one man 

and three women. Her parents never knew where she had gone every night at precisely 12 o’ clock 

at midnight. In fact she has never even seen her parents, well, at least in 10 days, so far. Only 

three more weeks to go. May would go to each tree, all four, and pray her blessings to every single 

one. She was resting in the woods one night--what do you think happened next? 
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May Funky Holidays 

By Alicia 

Month:  

Date Your Mate Month, Foster Care Month, National Barbecue Month, National Bike Month, National Blood Pressure Month, 

National Hamburger Month, National Photograph Month, National Recommitment Month, National Salad Month, Older Ameri-

cans Month  

 

Week: 

Week 1 - Nurse's Week  

Week 2 - Wildflower Week  

Week 3- National Bike Week, National Police Week 

Week 4 - Emergency Medical Services Week  

 

Days:  

 May 1 - May Day, Loyalty Day, Mother Goose Day, Save the Rhino Day 

 May 2 - Baby Day, Brothers and Sisters Day, International Tuba Day, Space Day  

 May 3 - Lumpy Rug Day, World Press Freedom Day 

 May 4 - Bird Day, National Candied Orange Peel Day, Renewal Day, Star Wars Day 

 May 5 - Cinco de Mayo, National Hoagie Day, Oyster Day 

 May 6 - Beverage Day, National Tourist Appreciation Day, National Nurses Day, National Teachers Day, No Diet Day 

 May 7 - School Nurses Day, National Tourism Day  

 May 8 - Iris Day, No Socks Day, V-E Day, World Red Cross Day / World Red Crescent Day 

 May 9 - Lost Sock Memorial Day, Military Spouses Day   

 May 10 - Birth Mother's Day, Clean up Your Room Day, International Migratory Bird Day, National Train Day 

 May 11 - Eat What You Want Day, Mother's Day, Twilight Zone Day 

 May 12 - Fatigue Syndrome Day, International Nurses Day, Limerick Day 

 May 13 - Frog Jumping Day, Leprechaun Day 

 May 14 - Dance Like a Chicken Day, National Receptionist Day 

 May 15 - National Chocolate Chip Day, Police Officer's Memorial Day 

 May 16 - Love a Tree Day, National Bike to Work Day, National Sea Monkey Day, Wear Purple for Peace Day 

 May 17 - Armed Forces Day, Pack Rat Day 

 May 18 - International Museum Day, No Dirty Dishes Day, Visit Your Relatives Day 

 May 19 - Boy's Club Day 

 May 20 - Be a Millionaire Day, Pick Strawberries Day 

 May 21 - National Memo Day, National Waiters and Waitresses Day 
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 May 22 - Buy a Musical Instrument Day 

 May 23 - Lucky Penny Day 

 May 24 - International Jazz Day, National Escargot Day 

 May 25 - National Missing Children's Day, Tap Dance Day 

 May 26 - Memorial Day, Sally Ride Day 

 May 27 - Sun Screen Day 

 May 28 - Amnesty International Day 

 May 29 - Learn About Composting Day 

 May 30 - Water a Flower Day 

 May 31 - National Macaroon Day, Save Your Hearing Day, World No Tobacco Day 

Author: Kabita, Room number: 18 (Grade 2), Teacher: Ms Bobka 

Fragrance of Spring 

============== 

It is springtime now 

Flowers are blooming today 

They smell very good! 

  

I love the spring time 

The flowers dance very sweet 

It is so windy! 

 

Look at the green leaves 

I like looking outside now 

Flowers start to bloom! 

 

Oh the leaves dry out 

I love the giant Oak trees 

Flowers still blooming! 

 

Look at the flowers 

They are so, so, so pretty! 

Just behold them grow!! 
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Words You Didn’t Know 
By Anoushka 

Last year, I was in Mrs. Stewart’s class for reading. She played a game with us where she gave us a 

word and we had to guess the definition. If we could guess the meaning in three tries, we would get a 

point. If we couldn’t, she would get a point. Every Friday, she would let us give her a word. The same scor-

ing rules applied. I was looking through some of my old papers and found a paper with some words from 

that game. See if you can guess the meanings by using context clues! 

brachydactylous (adj.) 

erinaceous (adj.) 

gabelle (n.) 

quire (n.) 

xertz (v.) 

yarorough (n.)  

the next one is a word Mrs. Stewart gave us… 

perfunctory (adj.)  

Here are the answers! 

 

brachydactylous (adj.) – having abnormally short and blunt fingers and toes 

erinaceous (adj.) – of, or pertaining to, or resembling a hedgehog 

gabelle (n.) – a tax on salt 

quire (n.) – two dozen sheets of paper 

xertz (v.) – to gulp down quickly or greedily 

yarborough (n.) – hands of cards containing no card above nine 

perfunctory (adj.) – (of an action or gesture) carried out with a minimum of effort or reflection 

 

How many did you guys get right? How many stumped you? 
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School 

By Fiza (grade 4
th
,Ms Mock) 

 

Everyday I wake up to go to school, 

I ask myself why am I going there. 

I remember each time I learn so much in that place.  

How to divide and multiply, 

How to punctuate and simplify. 

To learn about space and history,  

To go and have fun with friends. 

To come home with lots to tell my family. 

I realize that it’s a wonderful place, 

With lots of teachers who give you knowledge. 

So appreciate and enjoy, 

For school is like a toy. 

Some kids aren’t able to, 

 Aren’t able to do  what you can do. 

So  appreciate and enjoy, 

For school is like a toy….  
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Charlene  

Grade 1 

Mr. Ontiveros                                    

 

 

“My Favorite 1st Grade Field Trip” 

 

My favorite 1st grade field trip was going to the Sulphur Creek Nature Center. It was April 17, 

2014. I went with Callie, Ming Haung, and Humbyul in my mom's SUV. First,we ate a snack at 

the parking lot. Then, Samantha, our guide, showed us different animals that live at the na-

ture center. We saw a bat, a lizard, a snake, a piece of snake skin, and a hawk with a bad eye. 

I was scared to touch the snake. We also howled at the coyotes, but they didn't sing with us. 

At lunch time, we went to the park across the street from Sulphur Creek Nature Center. The 

playground was big, and we had so much fun. It was like a big playdate with my whole class. 

Before we left, Mr. Ontiveros had a suprise for us. It was an egg hunt!!!!!! This was an awe-

some field trip because I learned about nature, and I got to play at this cool park!!!!!! 
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Wintry spring 

By Fiza (grade 4th,Ms Mock) 

      

On a windy, cold day, when the sun has gone, 

The wind and rain is banging on the windows. 

 

 The wind is howling like a wolf, trying to take over 

the land. 

 The rain is making the people go in .  

 

The next day as the sun comes back and makes peo-

ple come out, 

The lamb is taking the lead. It makes the day like 

never before . 

 

 There is happiness in the air, laughter, and excite-

ment. The most wonderful time of the year. 
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By Audrey 
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By Sylvia 
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A Castle Story by Sasha P., 3rd Grade 

 

 

 

When I look at pictures of castles – I get carried away to medieval times. I can see knights and kings, soldiers, their impres-
sive clothing and the fierce battles fought in the walls of the castles. This is one such imagination that I would like to share 
with you.  

Bang! Bang! Crack! Boom! 

“Oh, I sure love cannons!”, thought Mark-Van-Esta as he ar-
ranged a close quarter duel, “It seems like that's the only thing 
going all these years.”  

Middle ages were no time to rest. And right now seemed the 
middle-age-est time of all! War. Mark's team, the Eagles, were 
losing against the Bears. Mark ran through the Castle and hid 
in a basement while taking aim with his cross bow. 

“So much for close quarter duels. Fire !”. 

 

From all directions, the Eagles fired poisoned arrows at their 
Enemy's  powerful weapon, a gigantic cannon. 

“Sir, we are already out of ammo !”. 

There, the dreaded words that Esta had feared all along.  

“All right, use the weapon !”, he bellowed. There was a sinister  
CCCrrraaaasssh ccccc !! 

“Hmm....”, said Esta looking as the huge, raging hypro-modern 
fired a single cannon ball on fire right at the enemy..... 
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The Answers of the Mystery 

The final edition sequel to If My Friend was a GUMMYBEAR 

By Quinn 

            Life...for the three victims...was pretty mysterious...and the school...was made of...JELL-O!!! Chil-

dren bounced on the roof and play structure...and they ate the desks and stuff. The school staff needed to 

send some students home with a stomachache. School was a disaster... (Is there anything such as an edible 

school?) and yes, this event was on the top headline of the New York Times and everything. 

            The next day...the school...ummmmmmmm...was not back to normal. You see, somehow the 

school wasn’t a school It was basically a messed up blob of JELL-O. So now...there goes Weibel Elemen-

tary!!! Everyone in the school was sent to Harvey Green Elementary or some other school. 

            7 years later, the mayor of Fremont declared a remake of Weibel in JELL-O and to be kept in a gi-

ant glass museum and be made into a monument of the mystery of “food magic.” The three victims, 

Quinn, Audrey, and Alan...well...just went on in their life. Movies and books were made. 

            To the mystery...it all lies into the magic world...for now. Science would never make this a 

fact...but food is not made from us or nature...but from the Earth itself. So the trio...they just touched their 

tips of their fingers inside the barrier of a magic world. 

 


