
8 Mathematical Practice 

Standards 

1. Make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 

2. Reason abstractly and 
quantitatively.  

3. Construct viable arguments and 
critique the reasoning of others. 

4. Model with mathematics. 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically.  
6. Attend to precision.  
7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8. Look for and express regularity in 

repeated reasoning.  

 

Guide to Understanding Common Core State Standards and Smarter Balanced Assessments 

The six shifts in the Common Core State Standards for ELA (English class only) and Literacy (all other classes: history, social studies, 

science, and other technical subject) prepare students to be college and career ready. The K-5 standards are cross disciplinary; 6-12 

standards distinguish ELA and Literacy, which illustrates a 

shared responsibility for literacy development.  

 

Mathematics 

The goal of the Common Core Mathematical Standards are to prepare students to be college and career ready.  Three main shifts in 
the standards are: focus, coherence, and rigor. Focusing the standards narrow and deepen the way time and energy is spent in the 
classroom. Coherence emphasizes conceptual progressions within the grade and among grade levels. Rigor balances conceptual 
understanding, procedural fluency, and application within major topics with equal intensity. In addition to content standards, all 
grade levels have 8 Mathematical Practice Standards. Smarter Balanced Claims it will assess both content and practice standards.  

 

Six major shifts for ELA: 

Balancing Literature 
and Informational Text 

By 4
th

 grade, 50% Literature:50% Informational 
texts.  By 12

th
 grade, 30% Literature: 70% 

Informational text. 

Literacy Across the 
Curriculum:   

All subjects/teachers teach reading and writing.   

Staircase of text 
complexity 

Students will read increasingly complex tests to 
be ready for the demands of college and 
careers.  

Text referenced 
questions and answers.   

Students will have conversations around a 
common texts and base answers to questions 
from that text.  

Writing from sources.   As in reading, students will write essays 
grounded in text-based evidence. A shift to 
argumentative writing, as opposed to persuasive 
writing, will occur.   

Academic tiered 
vocabulary building.   

A focus on academic vocabulary will occur in all 
areas.  

Smarter Balanced claims it will assess 
the following for ELA: 

Claim #1: -Reading  

Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a 
range of increasingly complex literary and information 
texts.  

Claim #2- Writing 

Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing 
for a range of purposes and audiences. 

Claim #3 – Speaking and Listening  

Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills 
for a range of purposes and audiences 

Claim #4-Research/Inquiry 

Students can engage in research and inquiry to investigate 
topics, and to analyze, integrate, and present information. 

Smarter Balanced claims it will assess the following for 
math: 

Claim #1: -Concepts & Procedure  

Students can explain and apply mathematical concepts and interpret and carry out 
mathematical procedure with precision and fluency. 

Claim #2- Problem Solving  

Students can solve a range of complex well-posed problems in pure and applied 
mathematics, making productive use of knowledge and problem solving strategies.  

Claim #3 – Communicating Reasoning 

Students can clearly and precisely construct viable arguments to support their own 
reasoning and to critique the reasoning of others. 

Claim #4 – Modeling and Data Analysis  

Students can analyze complex, real-world scenarios and can construct and use 



 mathematical models to interpret and solve problems.  


